
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
May 4th, 2022 2-4 PM  

Zoom 
Members Present: Commissioner Joe Berney, David Eisler, Kim Forrest, Guen DiGioia, Dr. M Jackson—
Chair, Melinda Montgomery, Tao Orion, Samantha Roberts, Rob Zako, Sarah Altemus-Pope 

Members Absent: Eloise Parish-Mueller—Co-Chair 

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Steve Adams, Cody Kleinsmith 

Dr. Jackson called the meeting to order and introductions were made. 
 
Action Item Approve April Minutes 

o Motioned by: Melinda Montgomery 
o Seconded by: Kim Forrest 
o Vote—all in favor 

  
Public Comment  

- Comment by Mike Allen: At the parks level not much is going on with climate. We are going to 
present a levee option to the public and Board of Commissioners for approval. There will be a 
stakeholder meeting soon to ask the public what they want to see in their parks. In Florence we 
had a great Earth Day celebration which drew a good crowd during our normal Friday Climate 
Strikes. The Elders Climate Action group will be meeting with some students and Tom Kern from 
Yachats to talk about establishing a climate youth corps. The last thing I wanted to bring up is 
the concept of becoming a Climate Mayor. I would love to have the County helping to create the 
environment where Climate Mayors can create their own Climate Action Plans with help from 
the County. 

- Comment by Patricia Hine: Patty Hine from 350 Eugene. At 350 we have been involved in one 
and soon will be heading to another Climate Town Hall down in Cottage Grove. I wanted to say 
we are proud of all the progress we have been seeing and thank this committee for all their hard 
work. 

 
Comments from Commissioner Berney I wanted to encourage after 18 months of this body working to 
start looking at a longer view of what our metrics that would be easy no matter what sector they are in 
what their carbon footprint is now, how they’re focusing on reducing that footprint, and how (for their 
sector) they will approach reaching carbon neutrality by 2040. 
 
Food Waste/Wasted Food  
Angie Marzano, Lane County Waste Reduction Program Supervisor made a presentation. Please see the 
webpage for a copy of the presentation. 

 

 Climate Advisory Committee 
 Moving the County’s Climate Agenda Forward 



 
Kara Smith, Food Resource Developer, FOOD for Lane County discussed how FOOD for Lane County was 
addressing wasted food and food distribution. 
CAC Response/Q&A  

- Response by Melinda Montgomery: One of the things that has evaporated from schools has 
been comprehensive home economics programs. Kids in schools no longer have the opportunity 
to cook. We’ve taken away opportunities when kids are young on how to make food, grow food, 
and use it all up. We need to be educating people how to take care of the food before it hits the 
table instead of just focusing on the food in the grocery store. Why are we not focusing on these 
problems? 

o Response from Angie Marzano: We contract with BRING Recycling to do our K-12 
education. They do a great job teaching recycling and food use. However COVID blew up 
our K-12 programs in schools. We’re starting to dig in again, but our efforts really got 
disrupted and taken out in that area. 

o Response from Kara Smith: We do have a nutrition education program and a nutrition 
policy for our entire organization. We do have a few online courses and an online 
classroom to teach people how to cook with a limited budget. We have a number of 
programs that work with kids but only with a small number of schools. I believe back in 
the day there was a source or website where you could mark off what you had in your 
pantry/refrigerator and it would generate an output of a recipe you could make. 

- Response by Kim Forrest: We received a lot of great ideas in rapid succession, I don’t know if 
there’s a way we could look at all of those a bit closer and see which would have the biggest 
impact and what we should address. It’s cool to look at how much FOOD For Lane County does, 
but do we have any information from the manufacturers on how much the food they give you is 
as a percentage of their overall waste? Also looking at your overflow organizations I’m also 
curious about the scale and how big is FOOD for Lane County’s pie compared to the other 
organizations? 

o Response from Dr. M Jackson: If we could have a list of things that we can then see and 
push forward in our next meeting we would appreciate that. 

o Response from Kara Smith: That information is not necessarily information they’d like to 
share with us. I do keep records of the food we have to decline because it is not suitable 
for food distribution. We’re probably collecting around 80% of the collected food that is 
out there. We have communication lines open with Burrito Brigade which is useful even 
if we don’t partner with them often. There’s also an array of other organizations that we 
support or talk with when we can. 

- Response by Mark Nystrom: I talked with a lot of restaurants while setting up this conversation 
and there was one guy I wanted to highlight and the things he mentioned. He’s said that no one 
around here is good at using all their food. He feels like there is a gap in education with chefs. 
Maybe we could communicate with LCC or any of the other prep-schools to educate about that. 
Kara mentioned some businesses, and it could be cool to have a list of food friendly restaurants 
out there. 

o Response from Angie Marzano: The only thing I’ve heard from restaurants is that they 
are currently utilizing food better than they ever have because of the rising costs of food 
supplies. I’m curious to hear that perspective but it’s something worth having a larger 
conversation about. 

- Response by Melinda Montgomery: As I think about the little restaurant in Noti or the grocery 
store, there is nothing there to capture their food. How is what we’re doing including the rural 



 
areas in this planning and these ideas. For the most part, a lot of the people in this area do a lot 
of composting and that’s where the food waste goes. But it does really resonate when we talk 
about how much food we actually waste. 

o Response from Angie Marzano: It comes up for me several times a year where I get a 
call from a resident in unincorporated Lane County and they want recycling or compost 
service. A population over 4000 should have the opportunity to recycle according to 
State statute. But if you’re not in an incorporated part of Lane County there is variability 
in the service you receive. There could be an opportunity there where we license with 
service providers in these regions and provide that service out there. 

o Response from Kara Smith: Of the 150 organizations we partner with many of them are 
in rural areas. The food shares in Veneta and Florence pick up from grocery stores and 
they pick up quite a bit. It doesn’t make sense for us to drive our fridge trucks out there, 
but we partner with these organizations to do that pickup where we can’t. Some of the 
things our study revealed are these very cool partnerships we can expand, like with 
Centro Latino Americano and two local groceries right next door to them. So those are 
some examples of how this works in our rural areas. 

- Response by Tao Orion: I was wanting to know if there was any more information on if the 
County has any more information about the anaerobic digestor? 

o Response from Angie Marzano: The RFP is posted right now and will close the end of 
May. We’ve gotten a lot of interest in it and we’re hoping to have quite a few proposals 
on the table to evaluate. I know that the Climate Mitigation strategy that Mark put out 
called out the AD system as a solution to some of the carbon we’re putting out in the 
county. It’s going to come down to if we can regionally finance the system because the 
price tag is going to be quite heavy. I can come back but I don’t have anything more to 
share at this point. 

- Response by Dr. M Jackson: Thinking about food waste at multiple scales from federal policy to 
a neighbor giving away a can of food, how often is food waste thought of as a climate action 
strategy? 

o Response from Angie Marzano: Often times we’re fielding a lot of questions from 
people about what they can do now to impact climate change. I always tell people that 
food waste is in your top three things of actions you can take to reduce your footprint. It 
also is something that can save money for people, which is a way we frame it in 
outreach sometimes to those who are resistant to climate change language. 

o Response from Kara Smith: When I work with food businesses in particular I do typically 
frame it as a cost savings incentive. There are incentives to donate and they can benefit 
from federal and state programs if they do. I do however receive hundreds of calls a 
month from people who want to prevent that food waste from happening. I also field a 
lot of requests from the University of Oregon 

- Response by Samantha Roberts: This topic feels the most actionable in the political and realistic 
framework we operate in. One question that came up was are there any programs in place 
about connecting with other restaurants for right sizing their purchases and getting on the front 
end of the waste cycle? 

o Response from Angie Marzano: We created the Eat Smart, Waste Less campaign which 
was more residentially focused, however one of the 5 main strategies is planning for 
your food use. The DEQ just launched the Bad Apple Campaign, and they just provided 
local governments throughout the state to better promote the bad apple campaign. A 



 
lot of it is about working with grocery stores and the point-of-sale approach to reducing 
that front end food waste. Right now we’re working on how to integrate the Bad Apple 
Campaign with our current programming.  

o Response from Dr. M Jackson: It seems like one of the issues is how do we incentivize 
businesses to participate in these programs. 
 Response from Angie Marzano: You talk about the cost savings because it does 

often come down to dollars and cents. UO is doing a lot of work around 
measuring food so they can better understand where the ‘leaks’ in their system 
is. There’s tools that you can buy for businesses that have an online platform or 
on the counter that measure and track the waste before you throw it away to 
gain a better understanding of the food waste that is occurring in your 
processes. If businesses don’t measure then they have no idea. What we want 
to do internally is get those tools in place and do some pilot studies to help 
them gain that understanding and then build some strategies for them to 
address the waste coming off their plates. 

o Response from Kara Smith: As we work to connect some of the smaller groceries, we’ve 
spoken about their might need to be more resources from them. For one, almost all of 
the pantries are volunteer run. It’s a pretty heavy lift to do that work. To get some 
people engaged with these pantries and the management of the food coming out of 
places would be great. If we could offer grants or other resources to these organizations 
that would be great. 

- Response by Dr. M Jackson: What would be helpful for us moving forward would be for you to 
give us recommendations on what is applicable to the county moving forward. What can we do 
here like grants, staffing, or other resources? If you can send those in to us we’d like to move 
forward with them on this topic. 

 
Forestry Subcommittee Discussion Response from Dave Eisler: My thought is that if our Forestry 
Subcommittee can meet in the next month before our next meeting and bring in an updated draft of the 
recommendations to the next meeting would be useful. I’d also like clarification of how the previous 
recommendation was brought to the board and where it sits as of right now. Did they read it and decide 
they don’t have funding or have they just read it and not discussed it? 

- Response from Sarah Altemus-Pope: I wanted to check in on where this fits in with our previous 
recommendations. Where do those stand and how does this fit into it? Do they combine or is 
this a completely new recommendation? 

o Response from Mark Nystrom: The Board has received it multiple times but I am unsure 
if they have read through it. As far as the position goes, we talked about that within our 
internal structure and there is not funding for that. I do know the County was 
encouraged about the increasing size of the FireWise program. At the Board 
Presentation about our annual Climate Program Update Eloise and I presented on these 
recommendations but there was no discussion. 

o Response from Dr. M Jackson: For clarification, the recommendations were presented 
within the County and gained no traction and were presented to the Board and there 
was no feedback as well. 

- Response from Dave Eisler: If people haven’t read the recommendations, I think the person that 
put this together emphasized in the introduction how significant this is. I think by reworking this 
we can rework this introduction and really strengthen these recommendations. On the scary 



 
proposal of the position, maybe we need to explore the alternatives. There are cost sharing or 
other opportunities to explore that could answer the scary question of that funding. The part we 
wanted an answer on was Part 1 of the proposal. Part 2 is not something we needed a “yes” and 
“no” on from the Board in particular. I would like to submit this again under different conditions. 

o Response from Dr. M Jackson: I’m hearing two things. First we’re going to revisit and 
revamp the recommendations and then bring them to the whole Committee for 
approval. The second is to visit the Board as members of the CAC and present the 
recommendations of the proposal. 

o Response from Dave Eisler: We’ve already voted on the proposal. What we want to 
revisit is our approach and bring it forward wholistically to the Board.  

o Response from Sarah Altemus-Pope: I think bringing this forward in front of the whole 
group for discussion would be important to see where we’re all at. Maybe what we 
want to bring forward and vote on is the process. So, putting some more weight behind 
it and providing more avenues that this can be done in is the discussion that would be 
more fruitful. I think we need to spend some time, so let’s shoot for July or August to 
bring this back to the whole group with some summaries. 

  
CAC Member Updates & Announcements  

• Mark Nystrom: In case you didn’t hear, on April 12th the Board passed CAP Phase 2 with some 
amendments. We changed some language around electrification and other things and added 
your letter to the amendments. Our Resilience Planning effort will be having a community 
meeting in June. 

• Tao Orion: Next Saturday May 14th there is going to be a climate town hall in Cottage Grove. It 
should be a really great event to share information and strategies with many people from the 
community. 

• Sarah Altemus-Pope: We were successful at the SWFC in bringing in 600,000 for fuel mitigation 
projects around Oakridge. We’re bringing together some speaking groups to talk about various 
topics including prescribed burns n private lands. We’re having a Community Wildfire 
Engagement Night on July 3rd which will have a bunch of great resources. 

 
Dr Jackson adjourned the meeting a few minutes early. 
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